RESOLUTION NO. 22255

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING

CLARENCE B. ROBINSON

FOR HIS OUTSTANDING EFFORTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS BOTH AS AN EDUCATOR

AND AS A CIVIC AND POLITICAL LEADER 



WHEREAS, Clarence Bernard ("C.B.") Robinson, born February 4, 1911, in Chattanooga, Tennessee (or what was known then to be “Hornesville” and now “Eastdale”), and married Lillian Davis having one child and a granddaughter; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson was an outstanding and dedicated teacher and administrator for thirty-nine (39) years with the Chattanooga City School System; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson served eighteen (18) years in the Tennessee Legislature as a State Representative, District 28; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson was elected Chairman Emeritus of the Black Caucus for the Tennessee General Assembly; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson served on the Democratic Platform Advisory Committee in 1980; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson was a member of the Kappa Laurel Wreath Commission; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson was a founder and co-chairman of the Tennessee Voter’s Council and Local Chapter President; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson is a lifetime member of many organizations, including the National Education Association (NEA), the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Tennessee Federation of the Aged, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity; and,

WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson served as a plaintiff against the Chattanooga school system in 1941 striving for the equalization of teachers’ salaries; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee deemed it appropriate and necessary to honor C. B. Robinson by naming a new bridge “The Clarence B. Robinson Bridge” which crosses the Tennessee River in Chattanooga in 1981; and,



WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson received many awards and honors from Orchard Knob Baptist Church where he served as Trustee and Chairman of the Board of Directors including, but not limited to the following:

· Outstanding Christian Service Award, 1977

· C. B. Robinson Classroom Named in His Honor, 1977

· C. B. Robinson Scholarship Fund Established, 1984



WHEREAS, C. B. Robinson received numerous awards and honors including, but not limited to the following:

· Distinguished Service Plaque, Chattanooga Chapter of the NAACP

· Appreciation Award from Chattanooga City College for Meritorious Service

· Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity’s Man of the Year Award

· Served as Delegate to the White House Conference on Children and Youth, 1960

· Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity’s Distinguished Service Award, 1973

· Achievement Award from the National Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, 1977

· National Man of the Year Award by Phi Delta Kappa Sorority, 1977

· C. B. Robinson Scholarship Fund Established by the Howard High School Class of ’29, 1979

· Tennessee State University’s National and Local Distinguished Service Awards, 1981

· Tennessee Education Association’s E. Harper Johnson Award, 1982

· Invitation by President Ronald Reagan to the White House Conference on the Aged, 1983

· Greater Area Brainerd Jaycees Honorary Life Member, 1984

· Convener of the Black Elected Official’s Network of Chattanooga-Hamilton County, 1984-85

· Citizen of the Year Award by Prince Hall Grand Lodge F.&A.M. of Tennessee

· Outstanding Service Award from the Hamilton County Democratic Party, 1985

· Elected Vice Chairman of the House Democratic Caucus, 1985

· Orchard Knob Seventh Day Adventist Church “Citizen Award”, 1985

WHEREAS, Tennessee State Representative Clarence Bernard Robinson is a family man, educator, civic and political leader, and a bridge over the troubled waters that separate blacks from whites, the young from the old, the poor from the rich, and the educated from the uneducated;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, that C. B. Robinson be and is hereby recognized, honored and commended for his outstanding efforts and accomplishments both as an educator and a civic and political leader.

ADOPTED:
 September 21, 1999
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